First record of Trachemys dorbigni (Duméril & Bibron, 1835)
(Testudines, Emydidae) in a remnant of Mesophytic Semideciduous
Forest of Sao Paulo State, southeastern Brazil
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CHEMYS DORBIGNI (Duméril & Bibron,
1835) is a cryptodire turtle that belongs to the
Emydidae family (Uetz et al., 1995-2008; Bickham
etal., 2007). According to Cabrera (1998) and Fritz
& Havas (2006) the distribution of 7. dorbigni
encompasses northeastern Argentina, Uruguay,
and southern Brazil (state of Rio Grande do Sul). 70
dorbigni is a typical semi-aquatic turtle of Pampean
Province (e.g., Lema & Fabian-Beurmann, 1977;
Lema & Ferreira, 1990; Lema, 1994; Cechin et
al., 2002; Bérnils et al., 2008), inhabiting lentic
and lotic water bodies, dams, lagoons, ponds,
floodplains and rivers of pristine and anthropic
areas (Gomes & Krause, 1982; Lema et al., 1984;
Lema & Ferreira, 1990; Achaval & Olmos, 2003;
Santos et al., 2005; Quintela et al., 2006; Bager
et al., 2007; Bujes & Verrastro, 2007). This turtle
is omnivorous (Lema & Ferreira, 1990; Cabrera,
1998; Achaval & Olmos, 2003; Bujes et al., 2007)
and its nesting season begins in early spring
(September) extending until summer (February) in
southern populations (Krause et al., 1982; Bager et
al., 2007). Here, we recorded for the first time the
presence of Trachemys dorbigni in a natural habitat
of Sdo Paulo State, southeastern Brazil, extending
the species known range by approximately 750 Km
from the nearest natural occurrence.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
One female 7. dorbigni was recorded on October
2006 at Morro do Diabo State Park (MDSP),

municipality of Teodoro Sampaio, walking in forest
edge (22° 36°58.6” S and 52° 09°57.9” W; 265 m

a.s.l.), 50 m from a permanent pond inside forest
and approximately at 500 m from the Paranapanema
River, an affluent of Parana River. The specimen
was hand captured, photographed and released
at the same location (Fig.1). The MDSP belongs
to the Paranaense Province and its vegetation
is characterized by Mesophytic Semideciduous
Forest, a physiognomy of Atlantic Domain (sensu
Ab’Saber, 1977), and Cerrado savanna (Durigan &
Franco, 2006). The present record of 7. dorbigni
out of the Pampean Province possibly represents
a recent colonization or a human introduction in
southeastern Brazil (see discussion in Pritchard &
Trebbau, 1984). The range of Trachemys dorbigni
includes the Argentinean, Uruguay and Parana
rivers drainages (Cabrera, 1998; Uetz et al., 1995-
2008), and therefore its record in MDSP (Fig. 2)
may represent a dispersal of this turtle species to
the upper basin of the Parana River. Fifty years ago,
when turtles were not common in the Brazilian pet
trade, Adler (1958 a,b) described three specimens
of T dorbigni from Ribeira River, collected near
the junction with Itararé River, Sdo Paulo State, an
affluent of Paranapanema River. On the other hand,
human introduction cannot be ruled out because
T dorbigni is commonly sold as a pet in Brazil
(Molina & Rocha, 1987; Lema & Ferreira, 1990;
Molina, 1996). Its frequent presence in urban areas
in many cities outside Rio Grande do Sul state
(Molina, 2006) confirms how easily people release
them. Introduced specimens of Trachemys dorbigni
have already been reported in other Brazilian
states like Parana (southern Brazil), Minas Gerais
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Figure 1. A female Trachemys dorbigni from Morro do Diabo State Park (MDSP), municipality of Teodoro Sampaio,
Sao Paulo State, southeastern Brazil. Photograph by A.R. Quilice.

(southeastern Brazil), Goias (central Brazil), Bahia
(northeastern Brazil) and Tocantins (northern
Brazil) (Pritchard & Trebbau, 1984; Seidel,
1989; Iverson, 1992; Moreira, 1994; Malvasio,
2005). Future studies are necessary to investigate
the natural and introduced range of Trachemys
dorbigni in south America and the possible impacts
that established human introduced populations may
have on natural aquatic environments.
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