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HE herpetofauna of the Mosquitia, the eastern 
1 lowlands of Honduras, has been traditionally 
the least well known in the country. Our recent 
fieldwork, however, has been directed largely 
toward improving our knowledge of the 
composition and distribution of the amphibians 
and reptiles of this important region of Honduras 
(Nicholson et al., 2000; McCranie et al., 2001; 
McCranie et al., 2002). During July and August of 
2002, we spent five weeks in the eastern portion of 
the Mosquitia. We surveyed three areas, all of 
which have or are proposed to be designated as 
protected areas within Honduras. These three areas 
are the Rio Kruta Biological Reserve, the Rus Rus 
Biological Reserve, and the Tawahka-
Asangni Biosphere Reserve. 

From 9th-11th July, we collected in the lower 
reaches of the Rio Kruta, a river arising in the 
Llanos de Iltara and emptying into the Caribbean 
Sea at Barra Kruta and Cocotingni between 
Laguna de Caratasca and Cabo de Gracias a Dios. 
The area in which we worked is located within the 
Rio Kruta Biological Reserve. From 12th-27th July, 
we worked in the environs of Rus Rus, a Miskito 
village on the road between Puerto Lempira on the 
shore of Laguna de Caratasca and Awasbila on the 
Rio Coco. Our work was centered in the 
immediate vicinity of Rus Rus and at a hunting  

camp known as Bodega de Rio Tapalwas, located 
along the Rio Tapalwas, a tributary of the Rio Rus 
Rus, both localities being located within the 
proposed Rus Rus Biological Reserve. From 30th 
July to 6th August, we sampled the herpetofauna in 
the region of Cano Awalwas, a tributary of the Rio 
Coco located within the Tawahka-Asangni 
Biosphere Reserve. Voucher specimens of the 
specimens collected will be deposited at the 
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, DC, USA. 

Agalychnis calcarifer Boulenger 
This species has been known heretofore from 
Honduras on the basis of a single adult specimen 
from near Baltituk, on the Rio Platano, Depto. 
Gracias a Dios, and a series of tadpoles and eggs 
taken at Quebrada El Guasimo, Depto. Olancho, 
along the Rio Patuca (McCranie & Wilson, 2002). 
A second adult specimen (Fig. 1) was collected by 
us at Bodega de Rio Tapalwas (Bodega from this 
point onward), Depto. Gracias a Dios, at 190 m 
elevation on 17th July 2002. This specimen 
documents the occurrence of A. cakarifer in the 
Rio Coco drainage. The specimen is an adult 
female with a snout-vent length of 68.9 mm. It was 
collected at night (21:00 hrs) on the frond of an 
understory palm. 
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I gure 1. Agalychnis calcarifer. All photographs except Figure 3 by J.R. McCranie. 

Figure 2  Corallus annulatus. 
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Figure 3. Rhinoclemmys funerea. 
Photograph ©J. H. Townsend. 

Anotheca spinosa (Steindachrter) 
Only a single specimen of this hylid frog has been 
known heretofore from Honduras, taken at the 
confluence of Quebrada Siksatara with the Rio 
Wampa (Rio Patuca drainage) Depto. Olancho 
(McCranie & Wilson, 2002). On 16th July 2002, 
we found a second specimen (see front cover) at 
Bodega at 190 m elevation. The specimen, an adult 
male with a snout-vent length of 61.4 mm, was 
collected at night (20:50 h) while sitting on a vine 
a little above head height alongside a trail. As with 
the specimen of Agalychnis calcarifer discussed 
above, this specimen documents the occurrence of 
Anotheca spinosa in the department of Gracias a 
Dios and in the drainage of the Rio Coco. 

Rhinoclemmys funerea (Cope) 

The presence of this aquatic turtle in Honduras has 
been based on a single specimen from the Rio 
Coco near Krasa, Nicaragua (Meyer & Wilson, 
1973). Given the fluid nature of the political 
border between Honduras and Nicaragua along the 
Rio Coco, it is not entirely clear whether this 
specimen originated on the Honduran or the 
Nicaraguan side of the river. On 4th and 5th August 
2002, two specimens of this turtle were collected 
in the region of Ca& Awalwas at 90 and 100 m 
elevation. One specimen (Fig. 3) was collected 
during the day by snorkeling at the mouth of the 
river (caiio in Miskito). The other, the larger of the 
two, was collected at night while feeding on leafy 
vegetation along a tributary river of the Calio 

Figure 4. Dendrophidion vinitor 

Figure 5. Leptophis nebulosus 

Figure 6. Pliocercus euryzonus 

Awalwas. This turtle, called tortuga negra, is well 
known to the locals, is purported to be widely 
distributed in tributaries of the Rio Coco, and is 
actively hunted for its meat during the dry season 
when the water in the rivers is relatively clear. 
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Corallus annulatus (Cope) 
In June 2001, Franklin E. Castatieda collected an 
adult specimen of Corallus annulatus in the Rus 
Rus region at Bodega, Depto. Gracias a Dios, in 
northeastern Honduras. The specimen was 
collected at 190 m elevation at 22:00 hrs as it was 
crawling down a vine leading to the canopy. This 
specimen unequivocally establishes the presence 
of this species in Honduras (McCranie et al., 
2002). On 3rd August 2002, a second specimen 
(Fig. 2) was collected by us at Carlo Awalwas, at an 
elevation of 100 m. This specimen is a juvenile and 
was found active in a tree at night (20:50 hrs) 
about 4 m above a small river feeding into the 
calio. 

Dendrophidion vinitor Smith 
Wilson & Meyer (1985) indicated by an asterisk 
behind the name vinitor in their key to Honduran 
species of Dendrophidion that this taxon was not 
then known from Honduras, but could be expected 
to be eventually found there. On 21st July 2002, we 
collected a single adult specimen (Fig. 4) of D. 
vinitor at Bodega at an elevation of 190 m. The 
specimen was crawling on the forest floor at about 
12:00 hrs. In addition, on 3rd August 2002, we 
found a single juvenile specimen of this snake at 
Carlo Awalwas at an elevation of 100 m. This 
specimen was sleeping on low vegetation at night. 
A third specimen was collected by Tomas 
Manzanares Ruis on 30►h February 2002 at Crique 
Ibantara (near Rus Rus) at an elevation of 70 m. 
These three records support the recognition of D. 
vinitor as part of the Honduran snake fauna. 

Leptophis nebulosus Oliver 
This species has been known heretofore from 
Honduras on the basis of a single specimen from 
Patuca, Depto. Gracias a Dios (Wilson & Meyer, 
1985). This old specimen was collected 24th July 
1891. On 9th July 2002, we collected a second 
specimen (Fig. 5) from Krahkra, Depto. Gracias a 
Dios, on the Rio Kruta, at an elevation of 5 m. It 
was found sleeping at night (about 22:00 hrs) on a 
frond of a thorn palm growing in a swamp. Oliver 
(1948) and Savage (2002) gave a range of 150-160 
ventrals and 146-151 subcaudals for L. nebulosus. 
The new Honduran specimen is a female with 146  

ventrals and 134 subcaudals, thus extending the 
known variation in these two characters. 

Pliocercus euryzonus Cope 
Wilson & Dugas (1972) reported this species from 
Honduras on the basis of a single specimen from 
Tela, Depto. Atlantida. Savage & Crother (1989) 
identified the same specimen as P elapoides and 
Smith & Chiszar (1996) considered it 
representative of their P dinzidiatus. Our opinion is 
that this specimen is a P euryzonus with erroneous 
locality data. Tela was the location of a 
serpentarium and was used as the locality for 
many specimens that actually originated in other 
locales (see the discussion in McCranie & Wilson, 
2002, about a specimen of the frog Hyla crepitans 
purported to be from Tela). We suspect this is also 
the case with the specimen reported by Wilson & 
Dugas (1972). As such, the specimen we report 
herein is the first definitive evidence that P 
euryzonus is part of the Honduran snake fauna. 
This specimen (Fig. 6) was collected at 100 m 
elevation at Carlo Awalwas, Depto. Gracias a Dios 
on 3rd August 2002. It was found at night (21:50 
hrs) as it was crawling on a steep bank above a 
small tributary river of the Carlo Awalwas. 
Savage & Crother (1989), Wilson & McCranie 
(1997), and Wilson et al. (1996) have all espoused 
that further collecting in eastern Honduras in the 
hiatus between the two nominal forms of 
Pliocercus may demonstrate that these two forms 
are conspecific. Subsequently, we collected two 
additional specimens of Pliocercus in eastern 
Honduras that, contrarily, seem to strengthen the 
recognition of both P elapoides and P eutyzonus 
as distinct species. One specimen collected at 
Quebrada Machin, Depto. Colon, resembles the 
other Honduran populations of P elapoides to the 
west in having the red rings longer than the black 
rings (it has an incomplete tail). The second 
specimen from Carlo Awalwas, Gracias a Dios, 
resembles P euryzonus from Nicaragua to 
northern South America in having the black rings 
longer than the red rings. The latter specimen has 
a complete tail with 119 subcaudals. That number 
is four subcaudals more than the maximum 
number recorded for P elapoides by Savage & 
Crother (1989), but lie near the upper limits for P 
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euryzonus given by Savage & Crother (1989) and 
Savage (2002). The colour pattern of the Honduran 
specimen of P euryzonus is indistinguishable from 
specimens of this species from Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and western Panama (see plate 405 in 
Savage, 2002, fig. 246 in Kohler, 
2001, and fig. 1 in Smith & Chiszar, 2001). 
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