
H E R PETOLOG I C A L .10 R N A L .  Vol. I . pp. -12 1 --12 1 ( 1 989)  42 1 

S H O RT NOTE : 

A SP/D URA I N  T H E  M A L D I V E S  
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L a i d law ( 1 902) i n  repor t i n g  on t h e  a m p h i bians  a n d  
rept i l es of t h e  M al d i ves.  noted a u n i q u e  record o f  
A sp idura. a g e n u s  of Sr i  L a n k a n  s n a k es (cf. P h i l l i ps .  
1 95 8 ) .  Gans  a n d  Fetcho ( 1 982)  la ter  cas t  t h e  record i n  
d o u bt i n  rev iewing t h e  genus.  as t he record was 
u ndocumented by a s peci men and t h e  occu rrence 
ot herwise_ u n l i ke ly .  

Th rough the  cou rtesy o f  D r .  K .  A . .Joysey I was  
recent l y  ab le  to  examine  t h e  rep t i l ian  m ater ia ls  i n  t h e  
col l ect ions of t h e  Cam bridge U n ivers i t y  M useum of 
Zoology. To my s u rpr ise  I d iscovered t h e i r  R 7 . 3 5 7/2 
c a t a logued as  from M a l e  A t o l l .  M a ld ive  I s lands a n d  
a ccessioned as from .! . S .  G ardiner .  M . A . .  on 20 J u n e  
1 900. Clear ly  t h i s  is  t h e  specimen referred t o .  I t  has 
been iden t i fied as A spidura 1rach 1 proc1a. as i t  has a 
preocu lar .  u n d iv ided s u bcaudals  and 1 5  rows of dorsa l 
sca les .  I t  measu red o n l y  78 + I 2mm ( s n o u t-vent  p l u s  
t a i l  l e n g t h ) .  s u gges t i n g  t h a t  i t  m u s t  b e  a recent  
h a t c h l i n g  ( cf. G a ns and Fetcho.  1 982.  Fig.  I ) . 

D i scovery o f a  s i ngle  hatch l i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  cannot  he 
used a s  ev idence for t he occu r re n ce of t h i s  s pecies in as 
u n l i k e l y  a loca t i o n .  A spidura f rach rprocf(I i s  not o n l y  a 

montane  for m .  b u t  t he most common a n d  widely 
d i s t r i bu t ed species of t h e gen u s .  U n l i k e A .  g11c11fheri i t  
n e i t h e r  occurs i n  the southern lowlands ,  nor does i t  
reach coas ta l  loc a l i t ies .  The spec imen l i k e l y  represe nts  
an i n d i v i dual  t ransported i n  t rade with h o rt i cu l t u ra l  
mater ia l s .  e i t her a s  an egg or as a h a t c h  l i ng.  S u p ported 
hy gra n t  G-BSR- 850940 fro m the U . S .  N a t iona l  
Sc ience  Foun d a t i o n .  

R E FE R E N C E S  

G a ns .  C. and .f . R .  Fctcho.  ( 1 98 2 ) .  T h e  Sr i  L a n ka n  grnus 
A spidura (Serpcntes:  R ept i l i a :  Colu br idae) .  A 1111. 

Camrgie. Mus .. 5 1 .  27 1 -:1 1 6. 

La id law.  F. F. ( 1 902).  A m p h i b i a  a n d  Rept i l i a .  I n :  The 
Fauna  and G eography of  t h e  M a l d ive and Lacca d i vc 
A rc h i pc lagoes. (J. S. G a rd i ner.  e d . ) .  Cambridge U n i ver­
s i t v  Press. pp. 1 1 9- 1 22.  

P h i l l ips .  W . W .  A .  ( 1 958) .  Some observa t ions  on t he fau n a  of 
t he Mald ive i s land .  Part I V. A m phibi a ns and rept i les. 
. /. Ro111ba r Na!. His!. Soc. . 55. 2 1 7- 220. 


