
First record of Trachemys dorbigni (Duméril & Bibron, 1835) 
(Testudines, Emydidae) in a remnant of Mesophytic Semideciduous 

Forest of São Paulo State, southeastern Brazil
tiago goMes dos saNtos1,3, tiago da silveira vascoNcelos1, 

Flavio de Barros MoliNa2 and HussaM ZaHer2  

1 Laboratório de Herpetologia, Departamento de Zoologia, instituto de Biociências, universidade 
Estadual Paulista (unEsP), caixa Postal 199, 13506-900 Rio claro, sP, Brazil.

2 museu de Zoologia da universidade de são Paulo (mZusP), divisão científica: anfíbios e répteis, 
avenida nazaré, 481, ipiranga, 04263-000 são Paulo, Brasil, www.mz.usp.br.

3 corresponding author: frogomes@yahoo.com.br, www.rc.unesp.br

T          RacHEmys DoRBiGni (duméril & Bibron, 
1835) is a cryptodire turtle that belongs to the 

emydidae family (uetz et al., 1995-2008; Bickham 
et al., 2007). according to cabrera (1998) and Fritz 
& Havas (2006) the distribution of T. dorbigni 
encompasses northeastern argentina, uruguay, 
and southern Brazil (state of rio grande do sul). T. 
dorbigni is a typical semi-aquatic turtle of Pampean 
Province (e.g., lema & Fabián-Beurmann, 1977; 
lema & Ferreira, 1990; lema, 1994; cechin et 
al., 2002; Bérnils et al., 2008), inhabiting lentic 
and lotic water bodies, dams, lagoons, ponds, 
floodplains and rivers of pristine and anthropic 
areas (gomes & Krause, 1982; lema et al., 1984; 
lema & Ferreira, 1990; achaval & olmos, 2003; 
santos et al., 2005; Quintela et al., 2006; Bager 
et al., 2007; Bujes & verrastro, 2007). this turtle 
is omnivorous (lema & Ferreira, 1990; cabrera, 
1998; achaval & olmos, 2003; Bujes et al., 2007) 
and its nesting season begins in early spring 
(september) extending until summer (February) in 
southern populations (Krause et al., 1982; Bager et 
al., 2007). Here, we recorded for the first time the 
presence of Trachemys dorbigni in a natural habitat 
of são Paulo state, southeastern Brazil, extending 
the species known range by approximately 750 Km 
from the nearest natural occurrence. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
one female T. dorbigni was recorded on october 
2006 at Morro do diabo state Park (MdsP), 
municipality of teodoro sampaio, walking in forest 
edge (22° 36’58.6” s and 52° 09’57.9” w; 265 m 

a.s.l.), 50 m from a permanent pond inside forest 
and approximately at 500 m from the Paranapanema 
River, an affluent of Parana River. The specimen 
was hand captured, photographed and released 
at the same location (Fig.1). the MdsP belongs 
to the Paranaense Province and its vegetation 
is characterized by Mesophytic semideciduous 
Forest, a physiognomy of atlantic domain (sensu 
ab’saber, 1977), and cerrado savanna (durigan & 
Franco, 2006). the present record of T. dorbigni 
out of the Pampean Province possibly represents 
a recent colonization or a human introduction in 
southeastern Brazil (see discussion in Pritchard & 
trebbau, 1984). the range of Trachemys dorbigni 
includes the argentinean, uruguay and Paraná 
rivers drainages (cabrera, 1998; uetz et al., 1995-
2008), and therefore its record in MdsP (Fig. 2) 
may represent a dispersal of this turtle species to 
the upper basin of the Paraná river. Fifty years ago, 
when turtles were not common in the Brazilian pet 
trade, adler (1958 a,b) described three specimens 
of T. dorbigni from ribeira river, collected near 
the junction with itararé river, são Paulo state, an 
affluent of Paranapanema River. On the other hand, 
human introduction cannot be ruled out because 
T. dorbigni is commonly sold as a pet in Brazil 
(Molina & rocha, 1987; lema & Ferreira, 1990; 
Molina, 1996). its frequent presence in urban areas 
in many cities outside rio grande do sul state 
(Molina, 2006) confirms how easily people release 
them. introduced specimens of Trachemys dorbigni 
have already been reported in other Brazilian 
states like Paraná (southern Brazil), Minas gerais 
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(southeastern Brazil), goiás (central Brazil), Bahia 
(northeastern Brazil) and tocantins (northern 
Brazil) (Pritchard & trebbau, 1984; seidel, 
1989; iverson, 1992; Moreira, 1994; Malvasio, 
2005). Future studies are necessary to investigate 
the natural and introduced range of Trachemys 
dorbigni in south america and the possible impacts 
that established human introduced populations may 
have on natural aquatic environments.
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Figure 1. a female Trachemys dorbigni from Morro do diabo state Park (MdsP), municipality of teodoro sampaio, 
são Paulo state, southeastern Brazil. Photograph by a.r. Quilice.
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Figure 2. geographic distribution of Trachemys 
dorbigni in south america: white grid represents the 
natural species distribution in the Pampean Province 
of argentina, uruguay and Brazil (state of rio 
Grande do Sul, RS) (modified from Lema & Ferreira 
[1990]); dots indicate specimens of T. dorbigni 
previously found in the Brazilian states of Paraná 
(Pr), são Paulo (sP), goiás (go), Minas gerais 
(Mg), Bahia (Ba) and tocantins (to); and square 
represents the species record in the MdsP, state of 
são Paulo (sP), southeastern Brazil. 
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