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Radix cf. labiata (Gastropoda, Lymnaeidae) as an opportunistic 
predator and scavenger of Rana temporaria egg clutches
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BROWN Rana spp.) are r-strategic, 
explosive-breeding amphibians distributed 

egg clutches at communal breeding sites (generally 
ponds, temporary or permanent, and small lakes). 

pathogens such as Saprolegnia, and predation. 

and sometimes induce variation in hatching time 
and physiological parameters (e.g., earlier hatching 
[Laurila et al., 2002], altered morphology in 
populations exposed to egg predation [Mandrillon 
& Saglio, 2008], and/or reduced tadpole size 

Saprolegnia [Uller et al., 

individual egg clutches in large masses reduces the 

Various predators have been documented to 

dipteran larvae, aquatic heteroptera and dytiscid 

tremendous impact (Leu et al., [2009]) and newts 

Freshwater snails such as Planorbis and 
Lymnaea – L. (Stagnicola) palustris – are 

and opportunistically (Wells, 2007).
Here we document a small lymnaeid, 

Radix labiata
Rana temporaria. The snails observed were 
morphologically most similar to Radix labiata, 
which is the most common species in montane 

Radix
[2006], we treat them as Radix labiata). The 
R. temporaria

egg clutch laid in a small brook-side pond (Fig. 3). 

healthy, un-hatched eggs as well (see detail, Fig. 

Although R. temporaria egg clutches and Radix 
labiata were present together in other small 

ponds, the behavior was only seen at the single 
location, suggesting the predatory behaviour to be 
uncommon.

Thus, Radix  labiata may sporadically act 
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Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Figure 3. Radix labiata snails congregating 
on hatching Rana temporaria

Figure 4. Radix labiata snail ingesting egg 
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R. temporaria egg 
clutches. While we consider that its impact upon 
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