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The common boa (Boa constrictor) is a large snake, reaching 
more than 3 metres long.  It is widely distributed in South 

America and recognised as an opportunistic and generalist 
predator, feeding on invertebrates, fish, birds, mammals, 
amphibians and lizards, primarily using constriction to subdue 
its prey (Henderson et al., 1995; Quick et al., 2005; Pizzato et 
al., 2009; Marques et al., 2019). Herein, we present the first 
record of ophiophagy and necrophagy for a common boa 
that ingested a dead Patagonian green racer Pseudablabes 
(Philodryas) patagoniensis (Girard, 1858).

On 24th April 2021 at 1030 h, a juvenile female Boa 
constrictor (Fig. 1) was found in a coastal sand dune (restinga) 
environment of Área de Proteção Ambiental da Barra do Rio 
Mamanguape, Paraíba state, north-east Brazil (6° 46’40.96’’ 
N, 34° 55’20.90” W, WGS 84; altitude 6 m a.s.l.). It had a 
snout-vent length of 909 mm; tail length 93 mm and weighed 
0.575 kg (measurements were taken using metric tape, digital 
caliper and pesola spring scales).  The snake was captured 
during fieldwork (under collection permit SISBIO nº 74327-
1), placed in a cloth bag, and then taken to the laboratory.  

During handling to take measurements, it regurgitated a P. 
patagoniensis (snout-vent length 593 mm; tail length 255 
mm) (Fig. 1).  

The snake began to regurgitate its prey by its tail, 
indicating that it was consumed head first.  During 
prey identification we verified the presence of several 
sarcosaprophagous dipteran larvae in the carcass (Fig. 1) 
indicating that the P. patagoniensis was already dead when 
consumed by the B. constrictor. Although snakes commonly 
accept carrion in captivity, necrophagy by snakes in the wild 
is uncommon, mainly because snakes prefer to consume 
live prey and because carcasses are quickly consumed by 
sarcosaprophagous fauna (Sazima & Strüssmann, 1990; 
Marques et al., 2017). However, when scavenging, the 
absence of injury risk and low energy expenditure may 
confer some benefits. 

The common boa was sexed using a probe, marked with 
visible implant elastomer and then released at the place of 
capture.
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Figure 1. Ophiophagy of dead Pseudablabes patagoniensis by Boa constrictor - A. The juvenile female of B. constrictor, B. The regurgitated P. 
patagoniensis, C. Close up of the P. patagoniensis carcass showing a sarcosaprophagous dipteran larva (red arrow)
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