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The Bostami or Black-mud Turtle, Aspideretes nigricans is known to occur in semi-captive
condition at the pond of the shrine of Hazrat Bayazid Bostami in Chittagong, Bangladesh
(Smith 1931). Later Khan (1982) mentioned it to be endemic to Bangladesh. During a recent
visit to that pond on 23 February 1990, along with Prof Edward Moll, we were able to observe
two young, one of which was definitely Apideretes hurum. A. nigricans is not only confined
to the shrine pond but is also found in the adjacent ditches (Ahsan & Saeed 1989).

As part of my doctoral thesis I am surveying the herpetofauna of Bangladesh, particularly
chelonians. During my survey I have collected evidence of the occurence of A. hurum in
the Karnaphuli river system (near Chittagong), hitherto unreported. Moreover, A. hurum has
also been recorded from several parts of Chittagong. As far as the history is known, Bayazid
Bostami (whose name has been given to these turtles) once came to Sind to meet his teacher
Abu Ali Sindhi, on which occasion he might have visited Chittagong (Huda 1985). If so,
he might have brought the turtles here with him, in which case the species might be present
in Iran, Sind or some other place from which he collected it. But there is no record of the
turtles occurring anywhere except in Chittagong around the Bayazid Bostami pond.
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Aspideretes nigricans, adult. Bayazid Bostami pond.

It therefore seems quite evident that these turtles might have been collected locally. In this
case Aspideretes hurum might be the species, which after prolonged confinement in the pond
as well as in-breeding has changed slightly into a new sub-species rather than a different species,
nigricans. Khan (1987) assumed that A. nigricans might have evolved from A. gangeticus,
which does not seem to be the case here. The presence of A. hurum young in the pond raises
some confusion about the origin of the species nigricans. However, further studies on its taxonomy
and distribution would shed some light on this mystery.
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