NATURAL HISTORY NOTES

BOTHROPS ASPER (Barba amarilla,
Terciopelo): MAXIMUM ELEVATION. The
pitviper Bothrops asper (Garman) is one of the
best-known and most feared snakes in Latin
America. This highly venomous snake is found
from southern Tamaulipas and southern Chiapas,
Mexico, to northern Colombia and Venezuela and
along the Pacific coast to southwestern Ecuador
(Campbell & Lamar, 2004). In Central America, B.
asper is a species of low and moderate elevations,
from sea level to 1200-1300 m (Campbell &
Lamar, 2004; Savage, 2002; Wilson & Meyer,
1985). Specific elevation records for Honduras

include 1060 m from the Sierra de Agalta, Depto.
Olancho (Wilson et al., 1991), approximately 1143
m in Subirana, Depto. Yoro (Stadelman, 1930),
and 1300 m at Quebrada Grande, Parque Nacional
Cerro Azul, Depto. Copan (McCranie, 2004).
Bothrops asper occurs in a wide variety of
habitats, including disturbed agricultural areas,
secondary and primary tropical rainforest, tropical
deciduous forest, and pine savanna (Campbell &
Lamar, 2004; McCranie et al., 2006). In dry
habitats, B. asper are typically found near water
bodies, including streams and rivers (Campbell &
Lamar, 2004).
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Figure 1. Adult female Bothrops asper found at 1300
m elevation. Parque Nacional El Cusuco, Honduras.
Photograph by Brooke L. Talley.
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From 231 June to 19th August 2005, the authors
conducted herpetofaunal surveys in and around
Parque Nacional ElI Cusuco, a cloud forest
preserve in the Sierra de Omoa of northwestern
Honduras. Specimens taken during these surveys
were preserved in 10% formalin solution, and then
transferred within a week to 70% ethanol. Species
identifications were aided by using the keys and
descriptive information in Kohler (2003).
Specimens were deposited at the Florida Museum
of Natural History (UF collection).

During this fieldwork, B. asper was recorded
for the first time within the park (Wilson &
McCranie, 2004). Three individuals of this species
were documented at 1220 m, 1300 m, and 1450 m
elevation, with the latter being the highest reported
elevation for B. asper in Central America.

The first two specimens were collected during
night opportunistic field searches near Guanales
Camp (1220 m elevation) in regenerated
secondary broadleaf forest. Resting at the bottom
of a steep ravine, Guanales Camp (15°48.9’N,
88°23.3’W) lies near a tributary river of the Rio
Naco surrounded by primary and secondary
broadleaf forest. The third individual was
encountered outside of Guanales Camp during a
morning opportunistic search.

The first B. asper specimen (UF 144699;
female; SVL 86.5 cm; BL 82 cm; TL 97.5 cm) was
collected on 9t July 2005 at 22:00 hrs (1220 m
elevation), while moving from a terrestrial
position into a stream. Colour characteristics of
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UF 144699 are as follows: dorsal pattern brown
fading to gray laterally with 25 pale-edged dark-
brown triangles laterally, ventral pattern cream
with dark mottling, and top of head medium brown
with a pale occipital streak originating
posteriodorsally to the eye. On 10t July 2005, the
second B. asper specimen (UF 144698; female;
SVL 95 cm; BL 91 cm; TL 107.5 cm) was
collected near Guanales camp at 21:00 hrs (1300
m elevation), as it moved in the direction of a
nearby river. Colour characteristics of this
individual (UF 144698) were similar to those of
UF 144699, except the dorsal pattern brown faded
to brown-gray laterally instead of gray (Figure 1).
This variation in color characteristics agrees with
that typically found in Bothrops asper (Campbell
& Lamar, 2004).

The final B. asper recorded during the 2005
field season was detected on 23rd August 2005,
near the confluence of two small streams outside
Guanales Camp. The individual was encountered
in primary broadleaf forest at 1450 m elevation
(10:00 hrs), as it actively moved across the forest
floor. Because of the specimen’s large size (>1.75
m) and aggressive temperament, the snake was
not collected. Based on colour notes from the two
previously collected B. asper (see above) and
background knowledge of general physical
characteristics, identification of the third B. asper
is certain.

Collection of UF 144699 and UF 144698 and
identification of the final B. asper in the field
indicates that this species may be prevalent at
relatively high elevations in Parque Nacional El
Cusuco and/or additional areas of the Sierra de
Omoa in northwestern Honduras. The third and
final B. asper seen during the 2005 field season
represents a new maximum elevation record
at  1450m elevation. This elevation is
approximately 150 m higher than those for
previously recorded individuals in Honduras
(McCranie, 2004) and Central America in general
(Campbell & Lamar, 2004), in both cases 1300
m. Future research should focus on observation
and collection of B. asper in high elevation
habitats in Honduras and other Central American
countries so that our knowledge of this snake’s
natural history assessment will be enhanced.
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