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Herpetological Journal 2020 and beyond — Issue 30(1)

During the past decade we have seen significant
advancements in our understanding of
herpetological diversity, ecology, behaviour and
conservation. Depressingly, many amphibian and reptile
species, however, have becomeextinctorundergonelarge
declines over this period. Of all vertebrates, amphibians
are one of—if not the—organismal group of most
conservation concern, with 41 % of species threatened
with extinction (IUCN, 2019) and some estimates suggest
that an additional ca. 1,000 of the IUCN’s Data Deficient
species are threatened with extinction (Gonzalez-del-
Pliego et al., 2019).

Unfortunately, it is likely that these declines will
increase over the nextdecade. The Herpetological Journal
has played a pivotal role in building our understanding
of all elements of herpetological biology, consequently
informing appropriate conservation actions to be taken.

The current issue of The Herpetological Journal
epitomises the range of studies in reptile and amphibian
biology and spans the many topics that the journal
covers. This issue has articles discussing taxonomic and
phylogenetic relationships of snakes (Eskandarzadeh
et al., 2020), how captivity affects skin colour in frogs
(Passos et al., 2020), population changes in long term
datasets of lizards (Meek, 2020), amphibian distribution
and endemism in South America (Cabral et al., 2020;
Ribeiro Morais et al., 2020), and a global review of mono-
and bispecific genera of amphibians (Amori et al., 2020).

The Herpetological Journal welcomes manuscripts
about any aspect of herpetology, that are of high
scientific standard and of general interest, including
taxonomic papers. Previously we have been accepting
the following manuscript types: full length papers, short
notes, reviews, mini-reviews and opinion/perspective
pieces. Moving forward we will be maintaining these
formats but will be adding policy-based manuscripts,
given the importance of setting correct policy-based
procedures for conservation.

As well as scientific advancements, the past decade
has increasingly seen authors choosing to publish using
Open Access. At the British Herpetological Society, we
strongly encourage Open Access to allow scientific
knowledge to be freely available to the public and as
such, to our knowledge, we are the cheapest Open Access
journal for herpetology, globally. Open Access is available
free to members (membership rates from as little as £18
pa — can join during submission process) or £97 for non-
members. We strongly encourage authors to use the
Open Access option as a way of attracting attention and
therefore impact (citations) for your articles.
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Here is to another 10 years of herpetological
advancements!
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