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Mccranie & Wilson ( 1 98 1 )  described the hylid frog 
Plectrohyla dasypus and included a description of the 
tadpole presumed to belong to that species.  In July 
1 996, we collected tadpoles, metamorphosing froglets, 
recent metamorphs, and adults that form a definite l ink 
between the tadpoles and adults of P. dasypus. This 
material was collected from a smal l  stream and associ
ated streamside vegetation at the species' type locality 
(El  Cusuco, Departamento de Cortes, Honduras). Al
though the tadpole described as P. dasypus by 
McCranie & Wilson ( 1 98 1 )  was correctly identified, 
the material is poorly preserved and several errors oc
cur in the description. As a result of these errors, the 
keys purporting to identify the P. dasypus tadpole i n  
Campbel l  & Kubin ( 1 990), Duel lman & Campbel l  
( 1 992), and Wi lson & McCranie ( 1 993) wi l l  not d o  so. 
Additionally, the P. dasypus tadpole has not been i l lus
trated. The purpose of th is  report is  to redescribe and 
i l lustrate the tadpole of P. dasypus. 

A typical tadpole ( lot USNM 5 1 3 859) in stage 40 
(Gosner, 1 960) has a body length of 1 5 .6 mm, a tail 
length of 3 3 .2 mm, and a total length of 48 .8  mm. The 
tadpoles in this lot may be described as follows (Fig. I ) : 

body s l ightly depressed, s l ightly wider than high;  snout 
semicircular in dorsal aspect, rounded in profile; eyes 
small (eye length/body height ea. 0 .24), directed 
dorsolaterally; interorbital distance ea. 3 . 8  mm;  nostrils 

FIG. 2 .  Oral disc of the tadpole of Plectrohyla dasypus (lot 
USNM 5 1 3859) in  Gosner stage 40. Scale bar = 3 mm. 

situated at point sl ightly closer to eyes than tip of snout, 
directed anterolaterally; spiracle s in istral ,  directed 
posteriorly, s ituated near m id l ine at about midbody; 
vent tube long, dextral; tail musculature robust, extend
ing nearly to tip of rounded tail , with height of tail 
musculature much greater than height of either fin at 
m idlength of tail ;  dorsal fin terminating at posterior end 
of body. 

Oral disc (Fig. 2) large (oral disc width/snout w idth 
ea. 0 .83), ventral, completely bordered by two to three 
rows of large marginal papi l lae (ea. I O/mm); single row 
of larger submarginal papi l lae present on both l ab ia  just 
inside marginal papi l lae; few additional submarginal 
papi l lae present laterally; oral disc not emarginated; 
keratin ized jaw sheaths medium-sized, bearing short, 
somewhat pointed to blunt serrations; upper jaw sheath 
widely arched with long, s lender lateral processes; 
lower jaw sheath widely V-shaped; labial tooth rows 2/ 
3 with second anterior row narrowly interrupted medi
al ly; anterior tooth rows long, subequal, extending to 
lateral portion of oral disc; posterior tooth rows s l ightly 
shorter than anterior rows; first and third posterior tooth 
rows subequal, second posterior row s l ightly longer 
than first and third posterior rows; third posterior tooth 

FIG. I .  Lateral view of the tadpole of Plectrohyla dasypus (lot USNM 5 1 3859) in Gosner stage 40. Scale bar = 5 mm. 
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row sometimes with smaller teeth than first and second 
posterior rows. Variation in oral features is negligible. 

Colour in life (stage 40): dorsum of head and body 
Citrine (colour 5 1  in Smithe, 1 975) ;  tail musculature 
Ol ive-Yel low (52) w ith Citrine (5 1 )  spots; tail fins 
transparent with Citrine (5 l) spots; iris coppery red. 

Colour in l i fe of a tadpole ( lot USNM 5 1 386 1 )  in 
stage 4 1 :  dorsum of head and body C itrine (5 1 )  with 
heavy Greenish Olive (49) mottling; dorsum of l imbs 
Greenish Olive (49) with Olive-Yelow (52) mottling; 
tail muscu lature Olive-Yellow (52) with Citrine (5 1 )  
spotting; iris coppery red. 

Colour in life for two nearly metamorphosed froglets 
(lot U SN M  5 1 3 862) in stage 44: dorsum of head, body, 
and l imbs bronze with Greenish Olive (49) spots; iris 
coppery red. 

Colour in life for a frog that is clearly P. dasypus and 
had recently completed metamorphosis (snout-vent 
length 1 6.3 mm;  lot USN M  5 1 3 862): dorsum of head, 
body, and l imbs bronze with Greenish Olive (49) spots; 
iris coppery red. 

Metamorphosing froglets and a recently metamor
phosed frog ( lots USNM 5 1 3 860, 5 1 3 862) of P. 
dasypus were collected at night sitting on low vegeta
tion immediately above a small tributary of the Rio de 
Cusuco at 1 550 m elevation. A search of the leaves on 
the bottom of the stream below the point where these 
metamorphs were sitting revealed the tadpoles in lots 
USNM 5 1 3 859, 5 1 3 86 1 .  

P/ectrohy/a dasypus tadpoles are very similar mor
phologically to those of P. guatema/ensis. In fact, 
McCranie & Wilson ( 1 98 1 )  identified several lots of P. 
dasypus tadpoles as P. guatema/ensis . The most rel i 
able way to  distinguish P. dasypus tadpoles from those 
of P. guatema/ensis is iris colour in l ife (coppery red in 
dasypus, pale brown in guatema/ensis). Additionally, 
P. guatema/ensis does not occur at any of the known P. 
dasypus localities located in a small area of the Sierra 
de Omoa in the western portion of Departamento de 
Cortes, Honduras, nor is P. guatema/ensis known from 
any locality in Cortes. 
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